
Order of service for Wednesday of Holy Week ↑


Invitations to Confession


Christ himself carried up our sins in his body to the tree, so that, 
free from sins, we might live for righteousness; 
by his wounds we have been healed. Let us confess our sins.           


1 Peter 2.24


Kyrie Confession


Most merciful God, we confess to you, before the whole 
company of heaven and one another, that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed and in what we have failed to 
do. Forgive us our sins, heal us by your Spirit and raise us 
to new life in Christ. Amen.


  Hymn 145


It is a thing most wonderful, almost too wonderful to be, 
That God’s own Son should come from heaven, 
And die to save a child like me.


And yet I know that it is true;  
he chose a poor and humble lot, 
and wept and toiled and mourned and died 
for love of those who loved him not.


I cannot tell how he could love a child so weak and full of sin 
His love must be most wonderful, 
If he could die my love to win.


I sometimes think about the cross,  
And shut my eyes, and try to see 
The cruel nails and crown of thorns, 
And Jesus crucified for me.


But even could I see him die, I could but see a little part 
Of that great love which, like a fire, 
Is always burning in his heart.


It is most wonderful to know his love for me so free and sure 
But ‘tis more wonderful to see 
My love for him so faint and poor.


And yet I want to love thee, Lord; 
O light the flame within my heart,  
And I will love thee more and more 
until I see thee as thou art.


Psalm 70


Be pleased, O God, to deliver me.  O LORD, make haste to help me! 
Let those be put to shame and confusion who seek my life. 
Let those be turned back and brought to dishonour who 
desire to hurt me. 
Let those who say, “Aha, Aha!” turn back because of their shame. 
Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you. Let those 
who love your salvation say evermore, “God is great!” 
But I am poor and needy; hasten to me, O God! You are my help 
and my deliverer;  O LORD, do not delay! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be.  World 
without end.  Amen.


Old Testament Reading Isaiah Ch 50: 4-9a


The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may 
know how to sustain the weary with a word.  Morning by morning 
he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.   The 
Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not 
turn backward.  I gave my back to those who struck me, and my 
cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting.  The Lord GOD helps me;  therefore I have 
not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I 
know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is 
near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are 
my adversaries? Let them confront me.  It is the Lord GOD who 
helps me; who will declare me guilty?  Here ends the Old Testament 
reading


Save us, O Lord, while waking, and guard us while sleeping, 
that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep may rest 
in peace.


Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:  your word has been 
fulfilled.


My own eyes have seen the salvation: which you have prepared in 
the sight of every people;


A light to reveal you to the nations: and the glory of your people 
Israel.                                               


Luke 2.29-32
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Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 
it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.  


Save us, O Lord, while waking, and guard us while sleeping, 
that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep may rest 
in peace.


The Gospel St John 13: 21-32


After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very 
truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me.”  The disciples looked at 
one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking.  One of his 
disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to him; 
 Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he 
was speaking.  So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, 
“Lord, who is it?”  Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I give this 
piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.”  So when he had 
dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. 
 After he received the piece of bread,  Satan entered into him. Jesus 
said to him, “Do quickly what you are going to do.”  Now no one at 
the table knew why he said this to him.  Some thought that, 
because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy 
what we need for the festival”; or, that he should give something to 
the poor.  So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately 
went out.  And it was night.  When he had gone out, Jesus said, 
“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified 
in him.  If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself and will glorify him at once. This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise be to thee O Christ.


Reflection


Prayers


Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer


Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.  Amen


Visit this place, O Lord, we pray, and drive far from it the snares 
of the enemy; may your holy angels dwell with us and guard us in 
peace, and may your blessing be always upon us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.


The Conclusion


In peace we will lie down and sleep;


For you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.


Abide with us, Lord Jesus,


For the night is at hand and the day is now past.


As the night watch looks for the morning,


So do we look for you, O Christ.


Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.


Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.


For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth.


I commend my spirit.


Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.


Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.


Blessing


Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for 
faith, a firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven;


and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.     Amen.



